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Statistical. 


The  following  are  the  General  Statistics  for  the  year  1949 

Area  of  District,  in  acres  1241 

Population  (Census,  1931)  8460 

Estimated  Population  at  the  middle  of  1949, 

supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  12,730 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census,  1931)  ...  ...2,207 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  1949, 

in  accordance  with  the  Rate  Books 4,225 

Rateable  Value £81,341 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £327.9773 
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Vital  Statistics 


BIRTHS. 


Live  Births 


Still  births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

,.  175 

8 

M. 

84 

6 

F. 

91 

2 

183 

90 

93 

Total 

M. 

F. 

4 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  14.4 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  (Live  A Still)  Births 21 


DEATHS. 
Deaths 


Total  M.  F. 

161  69  92 


Death  Rates  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 
mid- 1949. 

Crude  ...  ...  12.6  Adjusted  ...  ...13.0 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  — 

Other  Puerperal  causes  — 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 year  op  age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 33 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  34 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  20 

„ ,,  Measles  (all  ages) — 

„ ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  1 

TABLES. 

Tables  1,  2 and  3 give  a comparison  of  the  birth  and 
death  rates  with  previous  years,  and  with  the  corresponding 
rates  for  England  and  Wales. 

Table  4 classifies  the  deaths  under  certain  heads. 

Tables  5 and  6 classify  and  compare  the  deaths  in 
certain  diseases  during  the  last  10  years. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS.  Per  1,000  of  Estimated  Population. 
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1949  Adjusted  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor  1.0:1)  1 \0  per  1000 


TABLE  No.  2. 


Comparison  of  Local  Birth  and  Death  Rates  with  those  of 
England  and  Wales. 


Birth  Rate  Death  Rate 


Pupil 

England 

England 

Year 

lation 

Local 

and  W ales 

Local 

and  Wales 

1939 

...  11,880 

13.30 

15.00 

10.90 

12.10 

1940 

...  11,840 

14.70 

14.60 

11.00 

14.30 

1941 

...  11,810 

16.20 

14.20 

12.30 

12.90 

1942 

...  11,570 

10.80 

15.80 

12.10 

11.60 

1943 

...  11,810 

17.70 

16.50 

10.84 

12.10 

1944 

...  11,500 

18.00 

17.60 

12.26 

11.60 

1945 

...  11.530 

17.70 

16.10 

12.70 

11.40 

1946 

...  12,150 

17.60 

19.10 

12.10 

11.50 

1947 

...  12,340 

18.40 

20.50 

12.60 

12.00 

1948 

...  12,650 

15.30 

17.90 

11.80 

10.80 

Average  of  10  years 

15.97 

16.73 

11.86 

12.03 

1949 

...  12,730 

14.4 

16.70 

12.6 

11.70 

TABLE  No.  3. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Rate  of  Deaths 

Rate  of  Deaths 

per  1,000  Births 

No.  of 

per  1,000  Births 

England  and 

Year 

Deaths 

Local 

Wales 

1939 

6 

37 

50 

1940 

5 

28 

50 

1941 

10 

52 

58 

1942 

5 

22 

49 

1943 

6 

56.6  .. 

49 

1944 

9 

43.5  .. 

46 

1945 

7 

34 

46 

1946 

10 

46 

43 

1947 

14 

61 

41 

1948 

8 

41 

34 

Average  of  10  years  8 

42.11  .. 

46.6 

1949 

6 

33 

32 
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TABLE  No.  4.  Causes  of 

Deat  1 1 

during 

1040. 

Total 

Males 

Fema 

Diphtheria  

— 

“ 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

. 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

6 

o 

1 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

1 

- 

1 

Influenza  

4 

•) 

*) 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio 

encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  

20 

y 

1 1 

Diabetes  

— 

— 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 

22 

0 

16 

Heart  disease  

42 

18 

24 

Other  circulatory  diseases  

8 

4 

4 

Bronchitis  

12 

6 

M 

/ 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

7 

3 

4 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

4 

3 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum... 

3 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  

1 

— 

1 

Appendicitis  

1 

— 

l 

Other  digestive  diseases  

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  

6 

3 

2 

Puerperal  and  post  abortion  sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature 
Birth,  Malformations,  etc.  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Suicide  

4 

2 

2 

Road  traffic  accidents  » 

2 

1 

i 

Other  violent  causes  

3 

1 

2 

All  other  causes  

12 

3 

0 

161 

60 

02 
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TABLE  No.  5. 


No.  of  deaths  from  certain  diseases  during  the  last  ten  years. 


Disease  1949  1948  1947  1946  1945  1944  1943  1942  1941  1940 

Measles  — — — — — — 1 — — — 

Scarlet  fever...  - — — — — - — — — — — — 

Diphtheria  ...  — — — — 1 — 1 1 — — 

Whooping 

Cough  — 1 — ■ — - — 1 — — 2 — 

Tuberculosis...  64594336  10  10 

Cancer  20  22  28  30  20  20  15  17  29  15 

Influenza  4 — 1 1 — 3 5 — 1 3 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica  — — — — 

Pneumonia  ...  7 2 4 3 6 6 7 6 6 7 

Bronchitis  ...  12  15  10  2 13  9 10  3 10  9 

Diarrhoea 

(under  2 

years)  1 — — 1 — 1 1 1 1 — 

Enteric  Fever.  — — — — — — — — — — 

Puerperal 


TABLE  No.  6 
Tuberculosis  Death  Rate. 


^ ear  Kate  per  1000  Estimated  Population 

1939  0.67 

1940  0.59 

1941  0.85 

1942  0.52 

1943  0.26 

1944  0.26 

1945  0.35 

1946  0.74 

1947  0.40 

1948  0.31 

Average  of  ten  years  ....  0.49 

1949  0.47 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


No  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  occurred  throughout 
the  year.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  no  deaths  occurred 
as  a remit  of  Diphtheria. 

Cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  are,  in  the  first 
place,  investigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  A descriptive 
leaflet  dealing  with  the  principles  of  current  disinfection  is 
left  with  th  ’ householder,  together  with  a “free  from  infec- 
tion" stamp  addressed  postcard.  On  the  recovery  of  the 
patient  the  Medical  Practitioner  completes  and  returns  this 
card  to  the  Health  Department  and  terminal  disinfection 
of  the  room(s)  occupied  by  the  patient  is  then  arranged. 
All  such  rooms  are  sealed  and  disinfected  with  formaldehyde 
gas.  Contacts  of  the  disease  are  maintained  under  close 
supervision  where  necessary. 

Forty-live  houses  and  5 classrooms  at  two  schools  were 
disinfected  during  the  year. 

Where  suitable  isolation  and  nursing  facilities  have 
existed,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  home  nursing 
of  Scarlet  Fever  cases.  In  general,  this  system  has  functioned 
satisfactorily. 

Seventeen  patients  were  admitted  to  Infectious  Diseases 


1 lospitals  from  the  Audenshaw  area 

. The  causal  diseases 

and  hospitals  were  as  under: — - 

i Measles  

1 

Hyde  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 

] Scarlet  Fever 

.8 

f Erysipelas  

,.l 

Stockport  Inf.  Diseases  1 lospital 

..Scarlet  Fever 

.2 

Monsall  Inf.  Diseases  Hospital] 

..Diphtheria  

*1 

»>  >)  >>  >>  l 

. Scarlet  Fever  

1 

Bleaked  Hill  Hospital,  Littleborough 

...Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Florence  Nightingale  Hospital,  Bury 

...Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Lake  Hospital,  Ashton-u-Lyne 

.Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

* Not  confirmed 
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TABLE  No.  7. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Deaths  during  1949. 


Age 

Periods 


0—  1 


5—10 
10—15 
15—20 

20—25  1 

25—35  1 

35—45  2 

45—55  1 

55 — 65  5 

65  and  upwards  1 


New  Cases 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Deaths 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 


1 


4 


Totals 


11  3 2 5 1 


The  tuberculosis  notification  system  has  worked  effec- 
tively and  no  compulsion  has  been  necessitated  in  the  re- 
moval to  hospital  of  any  tuberculous  person. 

No  evidence  has  been  forthcoming  of  persons  suffering 
from  active  tuberculosis  carrying  on  employment  in  the 
milk  production  or  distribution  trades. 

Disinfection  is  arranged  where  necessary. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  were  dealt 
with  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  and 
also  at  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Ashton-u-Lyne 
District  Infirmary.  This  service  also  applied  to  private 
practitioners  who  were  able  to  forward  specimens  direct 
to  the  laboratories.  Swabs  and  other  material  were  ob. 
tainable  from  the  laboratories  concerned  and  from  this 
department. 

My  -Fifty-four  specimens  have  been  examined  under  this 
scheme,  thirty-three  in  relation  to  suspected  diphtheria 
cases,  and  nine  in  relation  to  the  typhoid,  salmonella  and 
dysenyfy  groups  of  organisms.  All  were  negative. 


11 


TABLE  No.  S.  Notifiable  Diseases  During  the  Year  1949.  (Other  than  Tuberculosis.) 
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FOOD  POISONING. 


An  outbreak  of  suspected  food  poisoning  occurred  during 
the  month  of  July.  No  notifications  were  received  from 
private  practitioners  in  respect  of  persons  normally  domi- 
ciled within  Audenshaw,  and  this  department  first  became 
aware  of  the  outbreak  on  receipt  of  information  from  the 
Droylsden  Public  Health  Department,  concerning  cases 
which  had  been  notified  within  that  area.  By  that  time, 
samples  of  certain  foodstuffs  which  might  justifiably  have 
been  regarded  with  some  suspicion  were  no  longer  available. 

Samples  of  such  foods  as  were  available  were  forwarded 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  together  with  samples  of 
stools  from  a number  of  residents,  including  both  apparently 
fit  and  sick  persons.  The  causal  organism  was  not  identified. 

The  outbreak  resulted  from  the  holding  of  a party  at  the 
Red  Hall  School,  and  the  estimated  number  of  consumers  at 
risk  was  sixty-four,  m any  of  these  from  different  parts  of  the 
county.  The  total  number  of  cases  ascertained  amounted 
to  eighteen. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  water  by  the 
Ashton,  Stalybridge  and  Dukinfield  Joint  Water  Board.  The 
water  supply  has  proved  sufficient  in  quantity  and  of  a satis- 
factory quality.  All  the  water  supplied  was  subjected  to  gravity 
and  pressure  filtration,  with  subsequent  sterilisation  by 
ozonisation. 

No  samples  were  taken  by  this  Authority  during  the  year, 
but  routine  samples  were  taken  by  the  Joint  Water  Board  at 
various  parts  of  the  supplv  system  in  Audenshaw.  The  results 
were  as  follows: — 

No.  Result 

Type  of  Examination  Taken  Excellent  Satisfactory 

Bacteriological  28  26  2 

Chemical  Analysis  2 Both  quite  satisfactory. 

No  raw  water  was  supplied  to  the  district  and  no  evidence 
of  plumbo-solvcncy  existed  in  the  water  supplied. 


SEW  ERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

Work  on  the  new  sewerage  system  was  progressive 
throughout  die  year. 

Numerous  drains  were  cleansed  and  repaired  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Department. 

A drain-testing  smoke  machine  was  acquired  during  the 
year  and  this  has  already  proved  of  great  value  in  the  testing 
of  new  and  reconstructed  systems,  and  also  in  the  examina- 
tion of  existing  drains  thought:  to  be  defective. 

Where  applicable,  drains  common  to  two  or  more  .houses 
we  re  cleansed  and  repaired  under  the  provisions  of  Section  24 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  It  has  been  necessary  to 
employ  outside  contractors  to  execute  works  of  this  type,  and 
the  costs  have  been  apportioned  in  accordance  with  the  indivi- 
dual responsibility  of  each  of  the  owners  concerned.  The 
method  of  apportioning  costs  according  to  degree  of  respon- 
sibility has  worked  satisfactorily  and  without  serious  criticism. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


Closet  accommodation  existing  within  the  district  at  31st 
December,  1949,  may  be  categorised  as  under: — 


Pail  closets  22 

W^aste  water  closets  1315 

Modern  water  closets  3182 
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Several  of  the  pail  closets  are  situate  at  farms  and  houses 
where  sewer  connections  are  not  available  within  a reasonable 
distance.  This  mode  of  disposal  has  also  been  employed  at 
certain  temporary  building  sites. 

As  indicated  originally  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1948, 
great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  maintaining  in  proper 
condition  some  considerable  number  of  the  waste-water  closets 
within  the  district.  There  is  some  variance  in  sizes  and  types 
of  “tippers”  in  use  in  the  district  and  there  have  been  instances 
of  delay  occurring  as  a result  of  the  necessary  parts  not  being 
easily  available.  It  is  now  customary  for  local  builders  to  use 
“ tippers  ” from  demolished  and  converted  closets  for  renewal 
purposes.  A new  “ tipper  ” and  box,  complete,  may  cost  up  to 
a third  of  the  average  water-closet  conversion  charges  to  install. 
Where  the  Health  Department  has  been  compelled  to  carry 
out  works  of  this  type  in  default  of  owners  it  lias  been  faced 
with  the  same  difficulties  in  obtaining  suitable  parts. 

Eight  waste-water  closets  were  voluntarily  converted  by 
owners  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE 
SCAVENGING 

There  arc  approximately  thirteen  miles  of  roads  within 
the  district,  excluding  unadopted  roads,  streets  and  passages. 

The  district  has  been  divided  into  three  working  areas, 
these  having  been  swept  on  the  “ beat  ” system.  A mechanical 
gully-emptier  was  hired  periodically  from  the  Denton  Urban 
District  Council  for  the  purpose  of  cleansing  all  street  gullies. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

No  privy-middens  or  ash-pits  exist,  as  such,  within  the 
district.  An  approximate  number  of  4,297  movable  dustbins 
required  regular  emptying. 

Collection  of  refuse  was  carried  out  by  two  vehicles,  one 
a twenty-horsepower  Bedford,  and  the  other,  a Karrier  refuse 
collector,  each  being  manned  by  a team  consisting  of  five  men 
and  a driver.  During  die  year  the  Department  obtained  an 
open  Commer  motor  truck.  This  latter  has  been  used  in  the 
organising  of  separate  salvage  collections,  the  emptying  of 
pail  closets  and  the  delivery  of  new  dustbins  within  the  district. 
The  employment  of  additional  labour  was  not  necessary,  and 
one  man  was  taken  from  each  of  the  refuse-collection  teams 
in  order  to  operate  this  separate  service. 
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The  Commer  vehicle  was  also  used  as  a stand-by  refuse- 
collector.  Although  not  ideally  suited,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  construction,  for  full-time  refuse-collection  work,  it  has 
proved  useful  when  an  emergency  has  arisen. 

Approximately  4,750  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  over 
the  twelve-monthly  period. 


DUSTBIN  STOCK.— Period  1st  January,  1949,  to 
31st  December,  1949. 


Quantity  Cost  to 
Item  Sold  Authority 

£ s.  cl. 

Dustbins  215  207  13  8 

Sanitary  Pails ...  1 12  6 


Establishment 

Charges  Total 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

26  2 4 233  16  0 

2 10  154 


Total 


216  £208  16  2 


£26  5 2 £235  1 4 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

All  refuse  was  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping  methods,  the 
tip  being  situate  on  low-lying  ground  in  the  Shepley  Road  area. 
Eventually,  it  is  anticipated,  this  site  will  form  a useful  adjunct 
to  the  nearby  Council  recreation  ground. 

A considerable  amount  of  material  was  sorted  and  sal- 
vaged from  the  refuse  on  its  arrival  at  the  tip. 

Infestations  of  crickets  became  established  in  many  dis- 
tricts throughout  the  country  during  the  summer,  and  some 
difficulty  was  experienced  with  infested  areas  on  the  Shepley 
Road  tip.  Vigorous  trapping  and  spraying  measures  were 
adopted  to  eliminate  possible  nuisance  from  this  source. 

SALVAGE 

During  the  twelve  months  commencing  1st  January,  1949, 
a total  sum  of  £664  was  realised  from  the  sale  of  salvage.  The 
weights  of  the  different  materials  are  as  under: — 

tons  tons 

Waste  Paper  100  Sacking  1.3 

Rags  1.9  Kitchen  Waste  30.95 

The  6th  July  was  notable  in  so  far  as  it  marked  the  end 
of  central  government  direction  of  waste  paper  collection, 
imposed  during  the  early  war  years  on  local  authorities.  It 
was  thought  at  that  time  that  there  would  be  very  little 
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fluctuation  in  die  market  value  of  waste  paper,  but  the  almost 
immediate  result  was  a reduction  by  over  40%  in  the  price  of 
mixed  waste  paper.  At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  this 
figure  remained  unchanged,  and  it  became  increasingly  obvious 
that,  as  prices  stood,  there  could  be  no  hope  of  profit  resulting 
from  die  type  of  organisation  available  to  an  authority  with 
limited  resources. 

SNOW  CLEARANCE 

In  order  to  avoid  dislocation  of  other  essential  services, 
a skeleton  staff  was  employed,  together  with  one  vehicle,  to 
deal  with  light  snowfalls  and  frosted  roads.  A trailer  gritting 
machine  was  used  to  distribute  anti-frost  materials. 

In  the  event  of  emergency  all  available  personnel  from 
the  Health  and  Highways  Departments  would  be  directed  to 
the  work.  A rota  system  has  been  in  operation,  this  ensuring 
that  men  were  prepared  for  duty  at  all  hours  of  the  night  and 
day.  A copy  of  this  rota,  togedier  with  instructions  on  how  to 
deal  with  differing  weather  conditions,  was  circulated  to  ever)' 
man. 

The  ready  co-operation  of  the  Highways  Department  in 
loaning  men  to  this  Department,  is  greatly  appreciated. 

PETROL  ISSUES 

4,263  gallons  of  petrol  were  issued  to  the  undermentioned 
Council  Departments  and  other  bodies  during  the  year: — 


Public  Health  Department-  Gallons 

Refuse  Collection  Services  1,899 

Gully  Cleansing  188 

Main  Road  Scavenging  6 

Highways  Department — ■ 

General  760 

Cemetery  and  Parks  Department  62 

Lancashire  County  Council — 

Education  Committee  (Playing  Fields)  837 

School  Meals  Service  452 

Audenshaw  Grammar  School  59 


TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

No  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
camping  sites. 

No  cases  were  found  during  the  year  of  movable  struc- 
tures or  caravans  occupied  for  purposes  of  habitation. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Sixteen  half-hourly  observations  of  factory  chimneys  were 
made  during  the  year. 

In  the  absence  of  hye-laws,  controlling  the  density,  colour 
or  content  of  smoke  emissions,  a tentative  standard  has  been 
employed,  this  being  based  upon  a permissible  maximum  of 
three  minutes  dense  smoke  per  half-hourly  observation. 

Visits  to  boilerhouses  have,  in  some  instances,  revealed 
faults  in  stoking  practice  and  inefficient  and  overloaded 
plants.  Managements  have  been  approached  with  a view  to 
sending  stokers  to  evening  courses  of  instruction.  Some  doubt 
exists  as  to  whether  in  every  case  the  most  capable  persons 
are  being  employed  for  this  work.  The  rate  of  pay  often 
oll'cred  for  the  job  is  not  likelv  to  attract  the  most  competent 
individuals. 

Local  Authorities  are  in  a position  to  lead  the  way  in 
creating  dean  atmospheric  conditions  in  the  non-industrial 
sphere  bv  adopting  smokeless  systems  of  heating  in  their  own 
estate  homes.  It  is  interesting  to  note,  also,  that  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  building  bye-laws 
mav  require  the  installation  “ in  new  buildings,  other  than 
private  houses,  of  such  arrangements  for  heating  and  cooking 
as  are  calculated  to  prevent  or  reduce  the  emission  of  smoke.’' 
There  is  no  doubt  that  many  local  authorities  have  failed  to 
take  full  advantage  of  this  most  useful  provision,  as  a part  of 
their  “ long-term  ” smoke  abatement  policies.  On  the  other 
hand  it  is  interesting  to  note  that,  under  other  enactments, 
certain  of  the  larger  authorities  are  now  controlling  atmos- 
phcric  pollution  by  “zoning”  areas,  in  which  it  is  intended 
that  onl v approved  types  of  smokeless  appliances  shall  be  used. 

ERADICATION  OF  INSECT  PESTS 

Seven  houses  were  found  to  be  subject  to  bed-bug  infesta- 
tion during  the  year. 

Occupiers,  in  the  main,  have  responded  well  to  suggestions 
and  advice  given  by  the  Department. 

An  infestation  of  “ bacon  and  ham  ” beetles  occurred  In  a 
local  tripe  boiler’s  premises  and  this  showed  signs  of  extending 
to  neighbouring  houses.  Investigation  showed  that  the  beetles 
were  possibly  being  introduced  through  the  medium  of  sacks 
forwarded  to  the  premises  in  question.  These  sacks  were 
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packed  at,  and  distributed  from,  works  in  a neighbouring  dis- 
trict. The  authority  concerned  was  approached  and  all  steps 
were  taken  at  the  local  works  to  eliminate  the  infestation. 

FILTHY  PREMISES 

The  occupiers  of  five  dwellings  were  cautioned  verbally 
with  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  their  premises. 
i\To  legal  action  was  necessitated  in  these  particular  cases. 
Constant  observation  was  maintained  over  the  premises  con- 
cerned. 

Where  the  welfare  of  children  was  involved,  steps  were 
taken  to  acquaint  the  local  officer  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.  with  the 
facts. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Authority  has  the  services  of  one  full-time  rodent 
operative. 

Two  complete  surveys  of  the  sewers  were  carried  out  dur- 
ing the  year,  such  surveys  including  the  baiting  of  all  man- 
holes and  poisoning,  where  necessary. 

Several  surface  infestations  were  found  to  be  due  to  defec- 
tive drainage-systems  and  all  suspected  systems  were  examined 
with  the  aid  of  the  new  drain-testing  machine. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-four  premises  were  found  to  he 
infested  with  rats  or  mice  and  were  dealt  with  by  approved 
baiting  or  trapping  methods.  Works  carried  out  in  business 
or  trade  premises  were  charged  to  the  owners  or  occupiers  con- 
cerned. 

SCHOOLS 

There  are  three  elementary  schools,  one  secondary  and 
one  grammar  school  within  the  district. 

In  general,  conditions  were  fair,  although  the  closet  accom- 
modation at  two  schools  was  not  of  a high  standard. 

Mains  water  is  available  at  all  schools. 

FACTORIES 

Cases  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  were  notified  by 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  were  all  investigated  and  the 
necessary  intimations  of  requirements  given  verbally  or  in 
writing.  Routine  inspections  were  also  made  and  action  taken 
where  necessary. 

Visits  were  made  to  outworkers’  premises. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
Part  1 of  the  Act. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  ;>s  to  health, 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


No.  on 
Register 


(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities 49 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority...  17 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers' premises)  — 

Total  ...  66 


Number  of  Occupiers 

Inspec-  Written  prose- 

tions  Notices  cuted 


33 


18  2 


53  4 


2. 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Cases 

found 

Number  of 

Cases 

remedied 

Prose- 

cutions 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (SI)... 

2 

2 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

(S3)... 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S-1) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S6)... 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S7) 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

3 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes... 
Other  offences  not  including 
offences  relating  to  home- 

work)... 

— 

— 

— 

Total 6 5 


20 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


(Sections  1 1 0 and  111) 

Section  1 1 0 
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Nature  of  Work 

Wearing  apparel, 

making,  etc.  ...  8 

Carding,  etc.  of 

buttons...  ...  1 — 

Total 9 


WORKPLACES 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
HOUSING 

Dangerous  Walls,  Structures,  etc. 

Information  was  submitted  to  the  Surveyor  in  respect  of 
eleven  premises. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Conditions . 

The  difficulties  in  enforcing  repairs,  as  outlined  in  the 
Report  for  1948,  have  not  lessened  to  any  extent  during  the 
present  year.  Although  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  request 
the  issue  of  a summons  in  any  instance,  several  notices  served 
under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  have  had  to 
be  referred  to  the  Council’s  solicitor,  in  order  to  ensure  satis- 
factory completion  of  specified  repair  schedules.  Works  have 
also  been  executed  in  default  of  owners  where  the  appropriate 
sections  of  the  Act  have  permitted. 

Where  the  use  of  licensed  material  has  been  involved,  an 
inspection  by  your  officer,  followed  by  the  issue  of  a certificate 
of  essentiality,  has  reduced  delay  to  an  absolute  minimum  in 
many  cases. 
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The  Housing  Act  of  1949  has  amended  the  Act  of  1936 
in  several  respects,  and  the  deletion  of  the  term  “ working- 
class  ” in  sections  bearing  on  the  repair,  closing  and  demolition 
of  insanitary  houses  will  give  greater  latitude  to  local 
authorities  in  this  particularly  important  sphere  of 
housing.  The  term  “ working  class  ” was  very  elastic  in  its 
application,  but  was  nowhere  defined  except  in  relation  to  one 
scitedule  in  the  1936  Act,  this  schedule  being  concerned 
entirely  with  " the  rehousing  under  certain  circumstances  of 
displaced  working  class  persons.”  The  maximum  income 
specified,  viz.,  £3  per  week,  would  to-day  remove  many  mem- 
bers of  the  community  from  the  scope  of  that  definition. 

The  Act  also  authorises  the  payment  of  grants  towards 
the  improvement  of  existing  houses.  The  local  authority  must, 
however,  be  satisfied  that  such  premises  will  provide  satisfac- 
torv  housing  accommodation,  after  completion  of  works,  for 
a period  of  not  less  than  thirty  years.  The  bulk  of  lower- 
rented  properties  in  many  urban  districts  to-day  could  not 
conceivably  cpialify  for  such  grants.  Many  of  these  premises 
must  eventually  be  scheduled  for  clearance,  hut  the  large- 
scale  rehousing  of  their  occupants  has  yet  to  be  planned  and 
achieved.  There  are  obviously  many  dwellings  which  could 
be  reconditioned  and  thereby  given  a reasonable  span  of  life, 
for  periods  varying  from  ten  to  twenty-five  years,  and  these, 
in  the  main,  are  already  in  it  state  of  partial  decay.  It  is  not 
suggested  necessarily  that  such  houses  should  become  the 
subject  of  grant  aid.  but  surely  it  should  not  be  beyond  the 
ability  of  the  legislators  to  frame  some  suitable  amendments 
to  the  existing  rent  enactments,  incorporating  therein  definite 
conditions  in  respect  of  repair  work  and  permitting  control- 
lable increases  in  rents.  The  allocation  by  the  Ministry  of  a 
small  percentage  increase  in  building  licences  for  slum-clear- 
ance rehousing  purposes  would  do  much  to  clear  away  the. 
most  insanitary  dwellings  which,  but  for  the  war,  would  no 
longer  exist. 
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STATISTICS 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b)  47 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  36 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities nil 

(3)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  11 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority,  included 

under  (a)  (1)  above  nil 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  (included 

under  (a)  (3)  above)  nil 

l.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  234 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  879 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (I)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  4 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  S 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  9 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  previous  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 


habitation  223 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notice: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  119 

Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  & 16  of  the  Housing- 
Act,  1936: 
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1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  Owners  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  54 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  60 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  2 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing- 
Act,  1936  : 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  nil 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  nil 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936— PART  IV— OVERCROWDING 

A new  house-to-house  survey  would  be  necessary  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  exact  state  of  overcrowding  within  the  dis- 
trict. 

Ihe  number  of  overcrowded  houses,  obtained  from  appli- 
cation forms  received  for  Council  houses  was  approximately 
fifty.  Sixty-nine  cases  of  overcrowding  were  relieved  during 
the  year. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

Slaughtering  for  the  district  was  carried  out  at  Stockport 
No.  2 Abattoir.  This  slaughterhouse  operates  on  a regional 
basis  and  caters  for  the  following  districts: — Audenshaw, 
Bredbury  and  Romiley,  Denton,  Hyde  Borough,  and  Marple. 
The  meat  inspection  services  are  worked  on  a rota  system  bv 
the  inspectorate  concerned. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  BY  THIS 
AUTHORITY’S  INSPECTOR 


Cattle  Slieep 

excluding  and 


1.  No.  killed  (if  known)... 

2.  No.  inspected  

3.  All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis — 

(a)  Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

(b)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . 

(c)  Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with  diseases 
other  than  Tuber- 
culosis   

4.  Tuberculosis  only — 

(a)  Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

(b)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

(c)  Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis   


Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

I.arnhs 

Pigs 

514 

462 

258 

3,204 

15 

514 

462 

258 

3,204 

15 

1 

6 

5 

4 

244  — 265  I 


25.71  1.93  8.39  6.67 


34  3 

321  — — 1 


36.68  1.162  — 6.67 
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It  has  been  necessary  for  inspectors  representing  the 
districts  concerned  to  interview,  and  correspond  with, 
officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  with  regard  to  conditions 
prevailing  at  this  slaughterhouse.  Originally  a private 
slaughterhouse,  and  requisitioned  bv  the  Ministry  of  Food 
during  the  war  years,  it  has  failed  to  attain  in  certain  respects 
the  standards  obtaining  in  the  more  modern  abattoirs.  The 
expenditure  of  substantial  sums  of  money  on  such  essential 
improvements  as  increased  hanging  space,  the  provision  of  a 
detention  room,  an  improved  runner-rail  system,  separate 
entrances  to  the  cattle  and  sheep  lairagcs,  increased  facilities 
for  the  provision  of  natural  lighting,  and  the  remedy  of  other 
faults  of  planning  and  construction,  or,  preferably,  the  pro- 
\ision  of  alternative  and  more  suitable  accommodation,  would 
appear  to  he  dependent  upon  the  national  economy.  The 
future  poliev,  as  to  whether  slaughtering  and  the  allocation 
of  meat  supplies  are  to  remain  under  State  control,  is  not 
vet  dearly  determined. 

Three  beasts  were  found  on  inspection  to  be  affected  with 
Cy slicercus  Rovix,  the  bladder  worm  stage  of  a parasite 
which  matures  as  the  tape  worm  in  the  human  intestine.  In  all 
three  cases,  the  evidence  of  the  cyst  was  found  only  in  the 
masticatory  muscles  of  the  heads  and  did  not  appear  in  a 
generalised  form  in  the  carcase.  As  a safeguard,  each  of  the 
carcases  was  removed  for  refrigeration  over  a period  of  three 
weeks.  With  a sufficiently  low  temperature,  this  process  is 
lethal  to  all  active  cysts. 

The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  by  your  officer  at 
the  slaughterhouse  during  the  year  was  19  tons,  10  cwt.,  2 qtr. 

ICE-CREAM 

Registration  of  Premises 

During  the  year  four  premises  were  registered  for  the 
sale  only  of  ice-cream. 

General 

The  term  “ ice-cream,”  as  applied  to  the  present-day  and 
war-time  product,  is  a misnomer,  although  many  conscien- 
tious manufacturers  are  only  too  aware  of  this  fact.  There 
are  signs,  however,  that  as  the  position  eases  with  regard  to 
the  at  present  rationed  commodities,  i.e.  fat,  sugar  and  milk, 
there  will  be  some  possibility  of  the  attainment  of  a legal 
qualitative  or  compositional  standard.  Unfortunately,  a legal 
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bacteriological  standard  does  not  exist.  The  methylene  blue 
reduction  test,  although  not  completely  foolproof  in  its  appli- 
cation, does  much  to  give  a clear  picture  of  hygienic  conditions 
at  any  one  premises.  It  is  essential  that  samples  be  taken  over 
a period  from  each  dealer,  and  that  an  assessment  of  the 
position  be  made  from  the  number  of  samples  taken  and  the 
grading  into  which  each  falls. 

The  general  standard  of  hygiene  in  ice-cream  premises 
lias  proved  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  There  has  been  a 
marked  tendency  for  traders  to  develop  the  sale  of  wrapped 
ice-cream  and  it  is  felt  that  the  trend  is  a good  one,  subject 
to  a satisfactory  process  of  manufacture  and  packing  at  the 
place  of  production,  and  to  non-interference  by  the  retailer 
with  the  wrapped  product. 

Observation  of  premises  where  unwrapped  ice-cream  is 
sold,  both  in  this  district  and  in  others,  has  revealed  an 
objectionable -method  of  cleansing  servers  by  immersing  them 
in  water,  the  latter  being  changed  at  infrequent  intervals. 
The  water  eventually  becomes  milky  in  appearance  and  con- 
sistency and,  being  at  atmospheric  temperature,  forms  an 
ideal  culture  medium  for  bacteria.  The  latter  are  consequently 
transferred  in  increasing  numbers  from  the  fluid  to  the  bulk 
of  the  ice-cream  on  each  occasion  that  ice-cream  is  served 
to  a customer.  The  possible  result  is  that  an  ice-cream  pre- 
pared under  the  most  hygenic  conditions  may  become  unsafe 
and  highly  unsuitable  lor  human  consumption.  There  are 
now  on  the  market  varied  types  of  liquid  sterilising  agents, 
some  of  which  are  specially  adapted  for  server  sterilisation. 
Local  traders  purveying  loose  ice-cream  have  been  approached 
and  advised  on  this  particular  subject. 

Sampling  of  Ice-cream 

The  following  samples  were  taken  during  the  year: — 

Ice-cream  21 

The  results  of  the  laboratory  examinations  on  these 
samples  were  as  under:— 

Grade  Grade  Grade  Grade 
12  3 4 

Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  16  1 3 nil 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Presumptive  Coliform  Test  11  1 

Faecal  Coliform  Test  11  nil 

Food  poisoning  organisms  1 nil 
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OTHER  FOODS 


The  undermentioned  foods  and  quantities  were  con- 
demned within  the  period  : — 


Cwts. 

Qtr. 

Lb. 

Beasts’  Tripes  

3 

3 

Bread  

Butter  

7 

Canned  foods  

8 

3 

15* 

Cheese  

10 

Fresh  fish  

21 

Frozen  imported  meat  

2 

0 

25 

Marmalade  

I 

2 

1 

Sandwich  spread  

8 

MILK  SUPPLY 
Sampling  of  Milk 

Sampling  is  normally  carried  out  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council,  hut  where  milk  is  produced  or  bottled  within 
this  district  and  purveyed  in  other  districts,  then  the  authorised 
officers  of  the  outside  districts  are  empowered  to  take  samples. 
Reports  on  the  se  samples  tire  usually  forwarded  to  dtis  Depart- 
ment. espei  tally  where  such  reports  indicate  an  unsatisfactory 
s imple.  The  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  samples  is 
a fne  service  to  local  authorities,  and  samples  have  also  been 
procured  by  this  authority  on  convenient  and  essential 
occasions.  The  details  of  samples  taken  within  the  period  are 
presented  in  tabular  form. 
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General 

The  new  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  and  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Regulations  came  into  force  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year.  The  general  immediate  effects  have  been  for  all 
dairy  farms,  irrespective  of  types  of  milk  produced,  to  enter 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  newly  formed  central  government 
departments,  and  all  pasteurising  plants,  originally  supervised 
bv  local  authorities,  are  now  taken  over  by  food  and  drugs 
authorities.  Additional  designated  milks  have  been  brought 
within  the  purview'  of  foods  and  drugs  and  local  authorities’ 
activities  and  local  authorities  arc  left  mainly  with 
the  control  of  milk  distribution  from  retail  dairies,  shops  and 
vehicles.  Increased  powers  are  also  given  to  medical  officers 
ol  health  for  preventing  the  spread  of  milk-borne  diseases. 

SAMPLING  OF  OTHER  FOODS  AND  DRUGS 

Routine  control  was  carried  out  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council,  which  is  the  food  and  drugs  authority  for  this  area. 

STANDARDS  OF  HYGIENE  IN  FOOD  PREMISES 

Somt  traders  are  yet  apathetic  in  their  attitude  to  the 
e senhals  of  personal  hvgietie.  The  necessary  co-operation 
between  shopkeeper  and  iocal  authority  will  often  ensure  that 
matters  of  structural  hygiene  receive  prompt  attention,  but 
experii  nee  has  shown  the  immense  difficulties  to  be  encoun- 
tered in  inculcating  a sense  of  pride  in  personal  cleanliness 
in  the  most  lethargic  and  obstinate  cases.  Common  faults 
observed  on  occasions  nitty  he  summarised  as  follows: — 

(1)  Failure  to  wash  and  scrub  thoroughly  the  hands  after 
using  the  toilet,  and  when  otherwise  necessary;  the 
omission  of  female  employees,  especially,  to  wash 
their  hands  after  handling  or  dressing  the  hair  ; the 
use  of  dirty,  and  often  saturated,  handkerchiefs  whilst 
handling  food  ; the  licking  of  fingers  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  use  of  wrapping  paper  and  paper  bags. 

(2)  Failure  to  cover  sores,  etc.,  on  hands  and  faces. 

(3)  Smoking  in  all  stages  of  production  and  distribution 
of  unprotected  foodstuffs.  Not  only  is  possible  con- 
tamination by  tobacco  ash  unpleasant,  but  there  may 
well  he  indirect  or  direct  contamination  of  food  from 
cigarette  ends  and  pipe  mouthpieces  which  have  been 
impregnated  with  saliva. 
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Ir  is  a regrettable  fact  that  flics  seem  often  to  be  regarded 
as  a necessary  evil.  Food  of  all  types  may  be  left  unprotected 
on  counters  in  such  positions  that  flies  may  readily  settle  on 
them,  whilst  little  is  done  to  prevent  possible  contamination 
from  the  breath,  coughs  and  sneezes  of  persons  entering  the 
shops. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  promote  higher  standards 
generally  in  all  matters  affecting  food  hygiene,  but  the  process 
is  essentially  a slow  one  when  left  solely  in  the  hands  of  the 
local  authority.  Housewives  can  accomplish  much  by  patronis- 
ing only  those  shops  in  which  a clean  standard  of  personal 
service  is  available. 

('ntering  Licences 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  appropriate  officials  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  to  notify  the  Health  Department  of 
incoming  applications  for  catering  licences,  with  the  result 
that  all  premises  are  inspected  and  brought  up  to  a reason- 
able standard  prior  to  the  issue  of  any  licence.  Appreciation 
is  due  to  the  Ministry’s  officers  for  their  valuable  co-operation 
in  this  regard. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


No.  of 

Visits  re  Visits 

Structural  Defects...  ...  902 

Water  Supply...  ...  10 

Drainage,  Closets,  etc.....  ...  288 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises...  ...  24 

Other  Insect  Pests — ...  7 

Defective  Paving  of  Courts,  Yards  and  Passages  6 
Dustbins...  ...  376 

Accumulations  of  Refuse,  etc  ...  ...  19 

Animals  improperly  kept...  ...  7 

Refuse  Collection,  Salvage,  Refuse  Disposal,  etc.  53 
Rats  and  Mice...  ...  6 

Schools...  ...  3 

Shops...  ...  4 

Factories...  ...  53 

Outworkers  ..  ...  10 

Stables,  Piggeries  and  Workplaces...  ...  12 

Cases  of  Notifiable  Disease...  ...  57 

Dairies  and  Food  Premises  of  all  types...  ...  94 

Slaughterhouses...  ...  49 

Overcrowding...  ...  1 

Smoke  Abatement...  ...  19 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds...  ...  — 

Snow  Clearance,  etc....  ...  5 

Miscellaneous...  ...  36 

Lodging  Houses...  ...  2 


TOTAL...  2043 


NOTICES  SERVED. 

SERVED  COMPLIED  WITH 

Statutory. 

Informal.  Statutory.  Informal.  By  Owner.  In  Default 


Public  Health  and 


Housing  Acts  346 

137 

316 

92 

47 

Factories  Act  4 

nil 

4 

nil 

nil 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  6 

nil 

4 

nil 

nil 

TOTAL...  356 

137 

324 

92 

47 
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